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M 105 elle Friends and Ela 


PrRMIT m me to are you; + on this 
twentieth anniverſary of American liberty and 
independence. An epoch of national dignity ; 
the regeneration of liberty from the ruins f 
 deſpotiſm ; the emancipation of a lar 2 2 

tion of mankind from oppreſſion and 4 
Theſe are ſome of the leading features of that 
memorable event, which guarantied to Ame- 
rica her political ſalvation. An event, which, 
whilſt it engages the wonder and admiration 
of diſtant nations, cannot fail to intereſt the 

articular attention of. the citizens of theſe | 

Jnited States. - 
Wr are, at this time, called upon, .netthis 
to celebrate the birth day, nor the coronation 
of a hereditary tyrant. Neither are we com- - 
manded to join the proceſſion of a conqueror, 
to perpetuate his acts of infamy and diſgrace. c 
- No ; tis the birth day of liberty, rational 

liberty, and the unalienable rights of man, 

| which we celebrate. Let rigid economy, for 

i”, I reſign the * of reaſon to in- 

nocent 


4 J 
nocent mirth and feſtivity. Let joyful glad. 
neſs beam on every countenance. We are, 
this day, aſſembled in commemoration of ex- 
alted deeds; deeds meriting the higheſt eulo- 
gium, Let us join United America, in the 
grand chorus of praiſe. Let us proclaim to 
the world the glad tidings of liberty, eſtab- 
liſhed on the broad baſis of national glory. 
AMERICA has not, as at the preſent, always 


enjoyed the rich bleflings of peace and plenty, = 


War, once, deluged our country in blood. 


bs 


Our verdant fields were crimſoned with hu. 


man gore. Many of our braveſt and beſt citi- 
zens fell devoted victims to its ravages, Long 
was the conflict, and doubtful the iſſue; till, 


at — virtue and patriotiſm completely 
triumphed over veteran diſcipline, to the ſal. 


vation of our country. ” 
Tux numerous circumſtances, attending the 


late revolution in America, as recorded in 


hiſtory, are both ſingular and intereſting. 
They bold out to the world “ the 3 
uncertainty of all human - grandeur.” They 
afford to kings and tyrants a ſtriking leſſon of 
their own weakneſs and folly. They demon- 
ſtrate to the deſpot, that the rod of terror 


Will not always infure blind adoration to him 


who-wields it ;—that a government, built on 
any other foundation than reaſon and the af- 


fections of the citizens, will never be able to 
withſtand the floodtide of oppoſition. * 
 Ovy: forefathers, perſecuted in their native 


E 3 1 
every ſide, by the moſt imminent dangers, 
they patiently endured every hardſhip and 
_ cruelty, but death, in purſuit of liberty. They 
| preſumptuoully hoped, that a diſtance of more 
than three thouſand: miles from their unnatu- 
ral parent, would effectually ſcreen them from 
her cruelties. Neglected, in their infant ſtate, 
they muſt have periſhed, had not their own 
unparallelled vigilance, wiſdom, and economy, 
raiſed them to opulence and power. TW˖as 
now, they experienced, afreſh, the ſame una- 
bated ſyſtem of oppreſſion, exerciſed towards 
them in America, which had driven them into 
the wilderneſs. Their ſudden and unexpected 
opulence drew on them the united envy and 
jealouſy of Great-Britain. Laws were enact. 
ed for 8 ſole purpoſe of oppreſſing and im- 
poveriſhing the then colonies. The Americans 
beheld the injuſtice, in filent deſpair :- till, at 
length, a righteous indignation rouſed them 
into action. The heavenly ſpark was, at laſt, 
by repeated and reiterated exertions, blown 
into a blaze; and with its bright eee 
jllumined this weſtern world. 

TE Angel of liberty, deſcending from his 
bright abode, unfurled the ſacred ſtandard. 
The ſhrill trump of war was blown: A war, 
on our part, founded on the eternal principles 
of e could not * mee . 
to be ſucceſsful. 

Ix we take a retroſpective view of the criti- 
cal ſituation of our country, when hoſtilities 
eee the inhabitants my rs 


— 6:3 


ed over an extenſive territory; unacquaint- 
ed with the intricate ſcience of war; and, 
"what was ſtill more embarraſſing, entirely def 
titute of the means of defence; the 
 Hlve, in the eye of impartial reaſon, at beſt, on 


the part of America, was doubtful. But def. 


perate caſes require daring remedies. The 
oppoſition was already begun. To ſhrink 


back and fail, would have been revolt and 
treaſon. Every effort was made, every nerve 
was ſtrained : And the reſult is well known, 
as being highly favourable to liberty and the 


rights of man. 
Tux war, at firſt, on the part of America, 


was 2 war of redreſs. But it was ſoon diſcov- 


ered, that the object was unequal to the mag- 


nitude of the conteſt. Nothin g leſs than the 


independence of America could reward the 
exertions of her brave citizens. The 
new object of contention was, boldly, pro- 


daimed to the aſtoniſhed world. The glorious 
tidings encouraged the firm ; confirmed the 


wavering ; and reanimated the drooping. 


From this moment, the enemy beheld the un- 


expected oppoſition with aſtoniſhment. Con- 


- Rernation painted, in their guilty imaginations, 


all the horrors of an unſucceſsful war. After 
a ſeven years” contention, in fruitleſs efforts to 
conquer America, Great-Britain, at length, 
exhauſted in men and money, gave up what 
mne could no longer retain. Peace was, once 
more, reſtored to our long deſolated country. 


But "proſperity had deſerted - our borders. 
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| Government was proftrated, and every thing . 


appeared, rapidly, tending towards anarchy 
and confuſion. ' At this awful criſis of affairs, 
a new government was contemplated. To 


form a conſtitution, calculated to reduce into 


union and harmony the oppoſite and claſhing 
intereſts of thirteen diſcordant ſtates, required 
the utmoſt ſtretch of human wiſdom. The 
grand experiment was, at length, made; and 
it ſucceeded beyond the moſt ſanguine expect- 
ations. It produced a conſtitution, the legiti- 
mate offspring of great and exalted abilities. 
And do we rate, when we Pronounce 
it, a model of pol tical perfection? 2. Ip 
His rox unfolds a new era in the ſcience 
of government. The reign of liberty and 
proſperity over this weſtern world; order and 
firmneſs reſtored to a tottering ſtate ; national 
faith and honor built on the everlaſting found- 
ation of juſtice. _ 7 4284 
Wx claim not the liberty of nature. We 
glory in the poſſeſſion of rational liberty ; We 
glory in ſubmitting to the mild government 
of laws; laws ted to promote the great - 
eſt general good of community. Lis the un- 
civilized, man who exults in the liberty of 
nature. A liberty wholly inconſiſtent With a 
civilized life. Man, united in ſociety, no 
longer remains the man of the wilderneſs. He 
is obliged to reſign a certain ſhare of his free- 


dom to that ſociety, which, in return for the 


ſacriſice he makes, guaranties to him the 
quiet and unmoleſted enjoyment of the reſi - 


due. 


- 


es 1 5 * 
r *. 


men choſen from their own body, 


ature, formed thus, of the un 
ignorant, as a fit tool, in the 
erful individuals, to 


”  manity-at the accurſed ſhrine of deſpotiſm. 


c 8 7} 


due. es e have the origin of true gov- 
. ernment : A voluntary aflociation, or com- 


pact, entered into betwixt individuals, mutually 


kelinquiſhing a part of their liberty, with a 


view, the more effectually, to enjoy the re- 


| mainder. A government built on any other 
foundation, or having any other object in 


view, does not anſwer the deſigns of govern- 


ment: *Tis .evidently oppreſſion, which con- 
- tinually, from the firſt moments of oe 
_. ence, tends to diſſolution. | 


T ancients received for a maxim, that a 


great and nation could never proſper 
and —— 11 a Republican Government. 


This error grew out of their ignorance of the 
genuine principles of Republicaniſm. Inſtead 
of meeting in couneil, by their xy, men who 
men who 


their talents, they ruſhed together in ane He] in- 
diſcriminate maſs. Aſſembled, in this man- 


ner, in the heat and paroxyſm of party, they | 


to the diſcuſſion of topics, ich re- 
the cloſeſt inveſtigation of cool reaſon 


22 unbiaſſed judgment. The . 


1 
purpoſes. We may hence account for the 


frequent revolutions and conſpiracies, which 


ſo oſten proſtrated the ſaered rights of hu- 


een A the ö mm 


SEL 
by ancient, !republick, without wi expoſed 


to their dan >, Sb and imperfections. No pow- 


erful individual riots on our liberties. The 


rulers, as well as the ruled, are ſtrictly amena- 
ble to the laws of their country. The Conſti- 


tution ſets the grand arbitreſs' of unlimited 
power. Her righteous deciſions no human 


arm can withſtand. A glorious ſyſtem of 


checks and balances forms an effectual barrier 
to unprincipled ambition. 
WASHINGTON ſtands at the 
helm: The Ship of State, under his auſpices, 
will have a fafe and proſperous voyage. No. 
pirate ſhall ever rob him of his prize. Amidſt 
_ contending” ſtorms, WasHINcToN moves in 


native dignity towards the haven of ſafety. 


Durſt any one queſtion the ability or the in- 
tegrity of the © tried Patriot“? The Ameri- 
can Hero ſtands aloof, unaffected by baſe in- 
gratitude. Her malignant ſhafts can, never, 
reach his exalted ſoul. Should foreign powers, 
ever, ungenerouſly attempt to influence our 
politics, their attempts muſt prove abortive. 
Our citizens are too much enlightened, and 
too far initiated into their own intereſt, to 

credit baſe and groundleſs inſinuations 
- Ovx Conſtitution is the grand palladium 


of our liberties. Whilſt that remains unvio- - 
lated, we are in little danger of being deprived *' 
of our freedom. England may boaſt of her 
Magna Charta, of her Bill of Rights, extorted 
from tyrants. America boaſts of a CoNs r- 
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there you will behold the American counte- 


* 


E 


| free, enlightened, and independent , people 5 
2 Conſtitution boldly held up to the view of 
the world; a mirror, in which every citizen 


may read his own political character. 
Ix we contraſt our own hz ſituation with 


that of the European world, involved in all 
the complicated horrors of a deſolating war, 
we, certainly, have additional inducements to 


* rejoice on this day. No field of battle, heap- 


with the flain, preſents itſelf to our view. 


| No village, wrapt in flames, terrifies the af- 


frightened - inhabitants. No arbitrary exac- 
tions rob the poor man of his ſcanty pittance. 
Here, the virtuous citizen can ſet, under his 


on vine and figtree, and feaſt, unmoleſted, 
upon the abundant fruits of his own induſtry. 


Our commerce: extends over the broad ſwell- 
ing ocean. Our flag flies unfurled in every 
ſea, The fame enterprizing ſpirit which 


"4 eminently characterized our pious anceſtors, 


is ſtill a prominent feature of their offspring. 
Wherever proſpects of gain riſe into view, 


* 


nance. Since the eſtabliſhment of our federal 
government, our commerce has increaſed be- 


yond every rational calculation; and with 


ſome few. exceptions, and. thoſe, in a great 
meaſure, owing to. the unayoidable calamities 
of a war uncommonly deſtructive, has been 
uniformly ſucceſsful. Wealth and. opulence 


flow in upqn our country from every quarter 
| of the globe. Our national reſources are rap- 
ily increafing, and bid fair, in a bort time, 

i i 195 : | 25 5 5 | to 
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to become as extenſive as our territory. The 
arts and ſciences increaſe and flouriſh, under 
the patronage of a generous public. 22 50 
falutary influence is felt and acknowled 

' 2 virtuous people. The dark cloud W 
rance and ſuperſtition no longer veils our End | 
The vivifying rays of knowledge have darted - 
 athwart the —— mind; and by their ge- 
nial influence, at once, transformed the citizen 
into an enlightened politician. _ 

Since knowledge is the foundation of Re. 
publicaniſm, let us be careful to render the - 
avennes to it eafy and acceſſible. Let us put 
into the hands of the poor man, as well as the 
rich, the means of ennobling his nature. No 
hereditary diſtinctions, no titles of nobility, 
will ever be ſuffered to trample on our equai 

liberties. Genius and exalted abilities will al- 
ways receive ſufficient e under 2 
free government. 
UNE to the train of i important privileges, 
which we enjoy, the unlimited freedom of the 
preſs claims a high and diſtinguiſhed rank. 
ITis one of the grand pillars of political free- - 

dom. It is ſo eſſential to the exiſtence” of a 
free government, that to abridge it, would be, 
wantonly, to hazard the liberties of the peo- 
ple. Tis an impartial tribunal, by which 
men and meaſures muſt eventually ſtand or 
fall. Tis the grand vehicle of national inform- 
ation. Hence tyrants have, uniformly, con- 


ſidered the preſs as their enemy. They have 
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OP 
fully ſenſible, that the firmneſs and durability 
of their uſurped power depend on the igno- 
rance of mankind, that to let the light of rea- 
ſon into the minds of their ſubjects would be 
giving the laſt and fatal blow to their great- 
.. * : 1 
Ix celebrating this day, let us not paſs over, 
unnoticed, thoſe brave men, who fell martyrs 
in the glorious cauſe of liberty and their coun- 
try. They nobly contended for a rich and 
magniſicent prize. They fell victorious, and 
in their death ſealed, with their blood, our 
Independence. Let us conſecrate their mem- 
ories by adminiſtering the balm of comfort to 
their unfortunate and. diſtreſſed friends and 
families. Let us, from the cheek of the or- 
phan, wipe the ſwoln tear. *Tis a ſacred debt 
we owe to the cauſe of injured: humanity, 
Let us, this day, by our juſtice and liberality, 
_ demonſtrate to the world, that, notwithſtand. 
ing the baſe aſſertions to the contrary, grati- 
tude does dwell in the republican boſom. _. 
I empire of liberty is, yet, confined to a 
ſmall portion of the globe. The immenſe re- 
ions of Aſia and Africa preſent human nature 
debaſed and fallen. Doomed. to perpetual 
chains and bondage, millions, pining unto 
death, drag on a miſerable load of exiſtence. 
Death to them is a welcome friend, a meſſen- 
ger of peace. He comes to relieve the captive 
Af a burthen, nature can no longer ſupport. 
_ Pnfortunate man! America weeps over thy 
miſeries, without the power to relieve or help 


| thee. 


thee. orance 1 e barred the 
doors o f thy cottage be ra the approach * 
Uberty. | 
EUROPE preſents 2 more pleaſing proſpect to 
the future reign of freedom, in that quarter 
of the world. Liberty has, already, reared. 
her ſtandard on the banks of the Seine. She 
has ſpread her banner over oppreſſed French- 
men; and ſhe is, now, gently. inviting the 
weary of the whole earth to reſt under its ſa- 
cred ſhadow. Brave F renchmen ! Your 
cauſe is the cauſe of univerſal nature.” Your 
ſucceſles ſhake the tottering thrones of tyrants, 
which will, one day, entomb their. greatnels. 


"ns Frenchmen, in the firſt ſtages of their revo- _ 


lution, ſometimes, committed exceſſes and vio- 

lence, attribute it to neceflity. Our generous 
allies are humane, as well as brave. We ought 
to contemplate France, in her critical ſituation, 
overthrowing an arbitrary government, cut. 
ting one of the principal links in the grand 
chain of oppreſſion, externally invaded by the 
united powers of Europe, violently rent by in- 
| ternal factions, deſperadoes, facrilegioully, proſ- 
trating every law, both human and divine. 
Under theſe. circumſtances, who can wonder, 
that France ſhould, ſometimes, let ſlip the reins 

of moderation; and give a momentary ſcope. 
to provoked ven geance ? Far more ſurprizing, 


had ſhe never, once, erred from the * Te 


Juſtice. 
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are, this day, at 


ie to celebrate, this 


421 


the world, what exalted ideas muſt we enter- 
tain of our own happy ſituation. Here, hu- 
manity, ſhielded from the chilling blaſts of ty- 
and blofloms, under the mild 
om, producing rich fruits, to 
deen the heart of the unfortunate. We 
with the whole creation 
of mankind. Safety and happineſs reſtored to 


| _— OO frontiers. Our brethren in fla- 


ſoon to return into the open boſom of 
their country. The clouds of contention, 
which, lately, ſpread over our political horizon, 


portending ſtorms and tempeſts, have happily 
ſubſided. Every thing 

t its perfect level. Our ConsrT1TUT10N riſes 
Soriouſly triumphant. May its ſacred princi- 


has, at length, returned 


Aples leap the ocean, and run through univer- 
fal nature, enlightening and animating the i 


+ oh 
"May United America never forget, nor neg- 


norant and oppreſſed of the whole earth, 


rious anniverſary. 
Let us hand down the hallowed leſſon to pof- 


terity, who, in their turn, will teach the ſame 


to their prattling infants. It will be to them 
| * rick, a valuable bequeſt. - As we prize and 
adore liberty, ſo — us uſe every righteous 
mean, in our power, to render ts dominion | 
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The i fling is copied from the e Cantinss 7 | 


Ju 16, 1796. 


Manson, Jury 5, 1796. 


HE e of our National Independence was, 
yeſterday, celebrated in this town, with decent 
mirth and feſtivity. An oration (preceded by a well- 
adapted prayer by the Rev. Mr. 6 replete 
with ſentiments that were pertinent and federal, was pro- 
nounced by Mr. SoLomon SiBLer, A. B. to a reſpectable 
auditory of gentlemen and ladies, aſſembled on the pcca- 
fion, from this and the neighbouring towns ; after which, 
under an arbour erected for the day, a large and reſpect- 
able number of gentlemen dined together, and partook 
of the productions of our happy country, and enjoyed all 
the ſocial and convivial delight and ſatisfaction, which 
this auſpicious day ought always to inſpire. The follow- 
ing ſixteen toaſts were given, and drank by the COMP" 
before they ſeparated, viz. 
1. The Day. May gratitude ever remind us of chis 
auſpicious anniverſary. 
2. The Preſident of the United States. —May we always 
delight to honour the man who unites all hearts 
. Pice-Prefident: May his country be long bene- 
fitted 5 his great and diſtinguiſhed talents. 
4. The Conflitution-and Government of the United Stater | 


As they have hitherto produced, may they continue to 


increaſe, the political happineſs of our country. 
Governour ADan A all his patriotic ſervices 


J. 
be fully repaid, by the and affection of his fel- 
| low-citizens. 5 
6. The a Nabu, and is patriatic 


i | _ pt 
7. The Republic of France. oy e ſoon enjoy the 
fings of peace, under a good Government of Laws, and _ 
not of Men. F in 
8. Succeſs to all people, who are gling to obtain 
| neil range fs, 4 
9.4 
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9. A friendly union of all parties into one, and that one 


. 


the great whole of the American people, ſee king only to 
— the honour and proſperity of our common country. 


10. Our Agriculture and Manufacture t. May 0 con- 
tinue to flourith and increaſe. 
11. Our Commerce. May our Stars twinkle, and our 


Flag be unfurled, and ſecure reſpect, in eyery clime, and 


amongſt all the nations of the habitable world. 

12. An impartial Neutrality with all the powers at war; 

and continued peace and proſperity to our happy country. 
13. Speedy Peace to all the contending nations of Eu- 


1 Fayette and Ko feinſto.—If they are not now, may. 
was ſoon be liberated fron their priſons ; and here, in 
our happy land, enjoy that Liberty and — be —— 
for which they ſo nobly fought and bled. 

15. General Wavxk and his brave army.——May the peace 
they have ſecured to our frontiers be perpe 3 
; 16. Peace and good-will towards, and a friendly inter- 
courſe with, all our brethren of the human race. . 
Volunteer Toaſts—BVy BEZAL ETI Tarr, Eſq. The 

Clergy—As we now have, may we continue to be bleſſed 


with a learned and patriotic Cler 


By Mr. Lazax Bars, of Belli gham. Tie old town. 


of Mendon, —May the cultivation of its land, by its inhab- 


itants, continue to be equal to the richneſs and OF 
A | | 
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